
 
Introduction to College and Career Readiness  
ELA Reading Standards 
 
 Webinar March 25, 2014 
 Presenter: Phyllis Hinton, Iowa Dept. of Ed. AEL  
 
Goal: to introduce participants to the Reading CCR Standards. 
Objective: Participants will be aware of the anchor reading standards to 
help them with their local Standards- in- Action team work.  
 
 
 



https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/common-core-standards-ela  

Let’s look at a brief overview of the common core concept. 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/common-core-standards-ela


 
Reflect…  

 
The Common Core Standards initiative  
is an outgrowth of thinking from the  
1990’s.  
The hope is that there would be  
“common skills/requirements”  
at each grade level taught across  
the country to “standardize” the  
expectations of what skills a learner  
acquired - no matter the zip code.  
 
  
You can locate them on the web and at 
your local program. 

 
Earning a high school equivalency diploma is a starting point, not a stopping point.  
 



        So, 
 
     What  are the College and Career Readiness  (CCR) 
  English Language Reading Standards ?  



The CCR Reading Standards are published in OVAE’s  document: 
 

And throughout the Iowa Core and 
Common Core 



 
First,   
  
How to read the “code” in the CCR…  



 
[College and Career Readiness 
Standards for Adult Education 2013]  

 
[College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult Education 2013]  

Why? 



OVAE panelists bundled the selected standards into five grade -level 
groupings (A-E) to more closely reflect adult education levels of learning. 
CASAS comparisons are able to be made by grade level, as well.  

 
CC Comparison to CASAS assessments :  

 
A (K–1)= CASAS A  
B (2–3) = CASAS Low B  
C (4–5) = CASAS High B  
D (6–8) = CASAS C 
E (9–12) = CASAS D and E  

 
Resource: The crosswalk between CASAS scores and Grade Levels 
 https://www.casas.org/docs/wiaandnrs/casasnrs-grade-wiaI.pdf?sfvrsn=9  

Resource: The crosswalk between CASAS scores and Grade Levels
Resource: The crosswalk between CASAS scores and Grade Levels
Resource: The crosswalk between CASAS scores and Grade Levels
Resource: The crosswalk between CASAS scores and Grade Levels
Resource: The crosswalk between CASAS scores and Grade Levels




 
Key Shifts in the Standards for English Language Arts and 
Literacy  
 
Shift 1 – Complexity: Regular practice with complex text and its  
academic language  
 
Shift 2 – Evidence: Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in  
evidence from text, both literary and informational 
 
 Shift 3 – Knowledge: Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction  

Engage with 
Complex 
Text 

Extract and 
Employ 
Evidence 

Build 
Knowledge  
(nonfiction ) 



Shift One 
 
 
Regular Practice With Complex Text 
 
Why? 
 
 What students can read, in terms of complexity, is greatest predictor of 
success in college. (ACT study) 
 
 The gap between complexity of college and high school texts is huge- 
4 yrs. !  
 
 Too many students are reading at too low a level. 
(<50% of graduates can read complex texts sufficiently.) 
 

Let’s hear from the experts. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=te1fSnq6Ol0 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=te1fSnq6Ol0


 
Shift Two  
 
Reading, Writing and Speaking Grounded in Evidence from Text  
 
Why?  
 
Most college and workplace writing requires evidence.  
 
Ability to cite evidence differentiates strong from weak  
student performance on NAEP. (National Assessment of  
Educational Progress ).  
 
Being able to locate and deploy evidence are hallmarks of strong 
readers and writers.  



 
Implications for Instruction and Assessment  
 
 
 
Require students to follow the details of what is explicitly stated and make 
valid claims that square with text evidence.  
 
Do not require information or evidence from outside the text.  
 
Effective sequences of questions build on each other  
so students stay focused on the text & learn fully from it .  
 
All of the reading standards require text-dependent analysis,  
yet between 30–70% of Q’s in major textbooks do not.  



 
So?  
 
What are some strategies I could try? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watch to see if some of these strategies could be used with adult learners to 
deep process, dig deeper, and use text for evidence.  

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/high-school-literature-lesson-plan 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/high-school-literature-lesson-plan


 
Shift Three 
 
 Building knowledge through content rich nonfiction  
 
• Why?  
 
Non-fiction makes up the vast majority of required reading in 
college/workplace.  
 
Informational text is harder for students to comprehend than narrative text.  
 
 
 
Could some of these strategies work with your adult learners?  
 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points  

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-nonfiction-entry-points


 
So?  
 
What are the Reading anchor standards?  



NOTE: Standards 1 and 10 play a special role since they operate 
 whenever students are reading. 
Anchor 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to 
 make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when  
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Anchor 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their  
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Anchor 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop 
 and interact over the course of a text. 
Anchor 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text,  
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
 and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
Anchor 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
 paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 
 scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
Anchor 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and  
style of a text. 
Anchor 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media 
 and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
Anchor 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including 
 the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
Anchor 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to 
 build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Anchor 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts  
independently and proficiently. 



 
Can I see those one at a time? 



 
Anchor Standard  

 
Details and clarification by OVAE level.  

OVAE’S LEVELS 





















 
                 In a Nutshell  

 
The College and Career Readiness Common Core Standards are  
throughout the Common Core Standards by grade level.  The Reading  
Standards  are  the anchor standards for that language area . 
 
These standards emphasize critical thinking and analytical skills and will 
enable students to better compete in the global marketplace.  
 
CCRCCS are published on the Iowa Department of Education Adult Education 
and Literacy webpage.  Your program’s Standards-in-Action Trainer has a copy 
also. 
 
 The bottom line is that our students deserve best practices to help them be 
successful.  
.  
 



So, deep process and do a touch-back… 

What generally are  College and Career   Readiness  Reading Standards? 

What is their purpose? 

Who will determine the curricula?  



 

                  Thank you !  
 
An evaluation will be sent to you electronically following this webinar 
 and your feedback is much appreciated!  
 
The next webinar will be April 7th from 1:30-2:30.  
 
 Focus: Introduction to CCR ELA Writing Standards.  
 What Are They?  
 Goal: to introduce participants to the 9 Writing CCR Standards.  
 Objective: Participants will be aware of the anchor writing standards  
 to help them with their local Standards-in-Action team work.  
 
Registration is on the DE website PD Calendar to receive the link.  
 
                See you then!  
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