
I n response to requests from the field, the Iowa Department of Education is         
providing this guidance document to address questions regarding delivery and 
funding of Project Lead the Way programs in the State of Iowa.   

This document is not intended to be a comprehensive guide to addressing all PLTW-
related issues. It is intended to provide greater clarity regarding the connection      
between the how the PLTW program is delivered and the various funding streams 
available to support the program (Note: Tech Prep funds were eliminated in the FY11 
federal budget).   

Instructor Certification 

T o be eligible to teach secondary level Engineering-Related—Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW) courses in Iowa, an individual must hold a valid Iowa teaching   
license with the 5-12 Industrial Technology, 5-12 Mathematics, or 5-12 Sci-

ence endorsement AND successfully complete the PLTW training program. 

To be eligible to teach postsecondary level Engineering-Related—PLTW courses in 
Iowa, an individual must meet the individual college’s instructor requirements AND   
successfully complete the PLTW training program. 
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Program Structure 

A ny school agreeing to implement an Engineering-Related—PLTW program is 
agreeing to provide a minimum of three PLTW courses.  Each course is one  
Carnegie unit in length; therefore, the Engineering-Related—PLTW program 

will contain a minimum of three units of instruction. 

There are multiple ways through which the units of instruction can be provided.  Each 
method has a unique bearing on teacher licensure requirements, State of Iowa         
accreditation requirements, type of credit awarded to students (i.e., secondary or 
postsecondary), and the applicable funding stream(s).  The following pages are in-
tended to clarify these variations. 

Program Reporting 

F or purposes of program data collection, Engineering-Related Project Lead the 
Way programs are assigned a unique Classification of Instructional Programs 
(CIP) number, 15.15000000.  Engineering-Related Project Lead the Way     

programs are also assigned the State Title designation: “Engineering Related – 
PLTW.”  Engineering-Related-PLTW programs (CIP 15.15000000) should contain 
only PLTW engineering-related courses. 
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Potential Funding Streams  

Three  
secondary 
units taught 
at the local 
high school 

Three  
secondary 
units taught 
at the local 
high school 

Some units taught by  
individual(s) holding an 
Iowa teaching license 
with a 5-12 Industrial 
Technology  
endorsement AND: 
 
Some units taught by  
individual(s) holding an 
Iowa teaching license 
with a 5-12 Mathematics 
endorsement 
 
OR 
 
Some units taught by  
individual(s) holding an 
Iowa teaching license 
with a 5-12 Science en-
dorsement 

All units taught by  
individual(s) holding an 
Iowa teaching license 
with a 5-12 Industrial 
Technology  
endorsement 

Secondary 
Credit Only 

Secondary 
Credit Only 

If approved, Engineering-Related—PLTW  
program courses taught by Industrial 
Technology endorsed instructor can be used in 
an appropriate CTE program to help meet its 
minimum unit requirements 
(281—IAC 12.5(5)(i)) 

Engineering-Related—PLTW program courses 
taught by Mathematics endorsed instructor can 
be used to help meet minimum requirements 
for mathematics (281—IAC 12.5(5)(c)) 

Engineering-Related—PLTW program can be 
used to help meet minimum vocational  
education requirements contained in 281—IAC 
12.5(5)(i) 

X 
Engineering-Related—PLTW program courses 
taught by Science endorsed instructor can be 
used to help meet minimum requirements for 
science (281—IAC 12.5(5)(d)) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

 

X 

 

X 
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Potential Funding Streams  

Three  
secondary 
units taught 
at the local 
high school 

Three  
secondary 
units taught – 
some units 
taught at the 
local high 
school, some 
units taught 
at a  
cooperating 
high school 

Refer to instructor  
license scenarios  
provided  above and on 
previous pages 

Some units taught by 
individual(s) holding an 
Iowa teaching license 
with a 5-12 Industrial 
Technology  
endorsement 
 
AND/OR 
 
Some units team taught 
by an individual with a 5-
12 Industrial Technology 
endorsement and an 
individual with either a 5-
12 Mathematics or 5-12 
Science endorsement 

Secondary 
Credit Only 

Secondary 
Credit Only 

If approved, Engineering-Related—PLTW pro-
gram courses taught by Industrial Technology 
endorsed instructor can be used in an appropri-
ate CTE program to help meet its minimum unit 
requirements 
 
Team taught courses can be used to help meet 
minimum requirements for vocational educa-
tion, mathematics, or science according to the 
endorsement held by the instructors; however, 
the total units used for accreditation cannot 
exceed the total units for the program (i.e., a 
one unit course cannot be counted as one unit 
of CTE and one unit of mathematics 

Refer to the guidance provided on previous 
pages for the particular instructor license sce-
nario 

X 

X 

X* 

X X 

X* X# 

 

 

  

See footnotes at 
bottom of Page 5 
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Potential Funding Streams  

Three units 
taught –
Some as 
secondary 
units taught 
at a local high 
school, some 
as post-
secondary 
units pro-
vided through 
a cooperating 
community 
college 

All secondary units 
taught by individual(s) 
holding an Iowa teaching 
license with a 5-12 In-
dustrial Technology en-
dorsement 
 
 
All postsecondary units 
taught by individual(s) 
approved by the  
community college and 
meeting college hiring 
requirements 

Secondary 
Credit Only 

Engineering-Related—PLTW program can be 
used to help meet minimum vocational  
education requirements contained in 281—IAC 
12.5(5)(i) 

X X* X* X^ X X 

Secondary 
and Post-
secondary 
Credit 

See footnotes at 
bottom of Page 5 



 

 

 Guidance for Iowa Districts and Community Colleges Implementing Engineering-Related 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Programs Page 5 

Unit  
Delivery 
Method 

Instructor  
Credentials 
(including  

completion of PLTW 
training) 

Type of  
Credit 

Awarded to 
Student 

Engineering- 
Related—PLTW Program Impact on 9-

12 Accreditation 

Te
ch

 P
re

p 
al

lo
ca

tio
n 

(if
 

Te
ch

 P
re

p 
pr

og
ra

m
)  

Po
st

se
co

nd
ar

y 
Pe

rk
in

s 
al

lo
ca

tio
n 

St
at

e 
 V

oc
at

io
na

l 
R

ei
m

bu
rs

em
en

t (
if 

st
at

e-
ap

pr
ov

ed
 p

ro
gr

am
)  

St
at

e 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

ai
d 

(1
.0

 
pe

r p
up

il 
ai

d 
pe

r I
ow

a 
C

od
e 

C
h 

25
7)

  

Se
co

nd
ar

y 
Pe

rk
in

s 
 

al
lo

ca
tio

n 
 

St
at

e 
su

pp
le

m
en

ta
l 

w
ei

gh
tin

g 
(s

ee
 fo

ot
no

te
)  

Potential Funding Streams  

Minimum of 
three units 
taught –
Some  
secondary 
units taught 
at a local high 
school, some 
post-
secondary 
units  
provided 
through a 
cooperating 
community 
college  

Secondary units taught 
by individual(s) holding 
an Iowa teaching license 
with 5-12 Mathematics 
or 5-12 Science en-
dorsement 
  
All postsecondary units 
taught by individual(s) 
approved by the commu-
nity college and meeting 
college hiring require-
ments  

Secondary 
Credit Only 

Secondary courses taught by person holding 5-
12 Mathematics endorsement can be used to 
help meet minimum requirements for  
mathematics (281—IAC 12.5(5)(c)  
 
Secondary courses taught by person holding 5-
12 Science endorsement can be used to help 
meet minimum requirements for science (281—
IAC 12.5(5)(d)  

X 

X* 
X^ X X Secondary 

and Post-
secondary 
Credit 

Minimum of 
three units –
all provided 
through a 
cooperating 
community 
college 

All units taught by indi-
vidual(s) approved by 
the community college 
and meeting college 
hiring requirements 

Secondary 
and Post-
secondary 

Engineering-Related—PLTW program can be 
used to help meet minimum vocational educa-
tion requirements contained in 281—IAC 
12.5(5)(i) 

X* X 

 

X^ X X 

Engineering-Related—PLTW program courses 
taught by an approved community college  
instructor can be used in an appropriate  
secondary CTE program to help meet its  
minimum unit requirements 

 

X 

 

*   Eligible for the indicated funding source only if all related requirements are met (e.g., the instructor(s) hold the Industrial Technology endorsement)  
#  May be eligible for one of the “district-to-district” supplementary weighting options provided through Iowa Code section 257.11(2)(a) or 257.11(2)(d) 
^  Eligible for “district-to-community college” supplemental weighting only if the units are beyond the minimum required for accreditation AND all other 
     requirements in Iowa Code section 257.11(3) are met 

 

 

See footnotes at 
bottom of this 
page 



Grimes State Office 
Building 

400 E 14th St 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-

0146 
 

Phone: 515-281-0319 
Fax: 515-281-6544 

 
 

Colleen Hunt 
Chief 

515-281-0319 
colleen.hunt@iowa.gov 

 
Thomas Cooley 

Administrative Consultant 
515-281-4700 

tom.cooley@iowa.gov 

It is the policy of the Iowa Department of Education not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, gender, disability, religion, age, political party 
affiliation, or actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, activities, or employment 
practices as required by the Iowa Code sections 216.9 and 256.10(2), Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d and 2000e), the Equal Pay Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. § 206, et seq.), Title 
IX (Educational Amendments, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1681 – 1688) Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 
U.S.C. § 794), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq.). 

If you have questions or grievances related to compliance with this policy by the Iowa Department of 
Education, please contact the legal counsel for the Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office 
Building, 400 E 14th St, Des Moines IA 50319-0146, telephone number 515/281-5295, or the Director of 
the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, 111 N. Canal Street, Suite 1053, Chicago, IL 
60606-7204. 

Bureau of Adult, Career, 
and Community College 

Education 

 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Jason E. Glass, Director 
Gail M. Sullivan, Chief of Staff 

 

DIVISION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

Roger Utman, Ph.D., Administrator 

 

BUREAU OF ADULT, CAREER, AND 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE EDUCATION 

Colleen Hunt, Chief 
Thomas Cooley, Administrative Consultant 

Mary Ann Adams, Consultant 
Linda Berg, Consultant 

Kelli Diemer, Consultant 
Dale Gruis, Consultant 

Pat Thieben, Consultant 
Jeanette Thomas, Consultant 
Fidelis Ubadigbo, Consultant 
Jeremy Varner, Consultant 

Andrew Wermes, Consultant 

Project Lead the Way 
Contact: 

Andrew Wermes 
Consultant 

515-281-8353 
andrew.wermes@iowa.gov 
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