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}Review  purpose of verification

}Timeline

}Sample Pool

}Sample Size

}Tools ςICAVES ςVerification Worksheet

}Verification Process

}Direct Verification

}Verification for Cause

}Highlights of USDA Verification Collection Report
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üVerification is the confirmation of eligibility 

for free and reduced price meals under the 

National School Lunch Program and the 

School Breakfast Program. 
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}All public and non - public School 
Food Authorities (SFAs) participating 
in the National School Lunch 
Program and School Breakfast 
Program.

}All Residential Child Care Institutions 
(RCCIs) that have day students.
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}RCCIs with òNOó day students

}Schools/districts in Special Milk Programs 
only ðNo NSLP or SBP

}Schools with no free or reduced price 
eligible students

}All entities are required to file the 
Verification Collection Report
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Verification is required when eligibility is 
determined through the application process

}Applications based on income

(Includes foster children that are listed on an 
application)

}Applications based on FIP or Food Assistance

case number 

9/23/2014 6



}Carry - over applications 

}Other Source Categorical Eligible - Children 
documented during the application process 
as eligible migrant, runaway, homeless 
children, foster children (on DC list) and 
children participating in  Head Start/Even 
Start

}Applications approved after October 1
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}Children who are directly certified are NOT 
subject to verification. 

}Siblings included on the òPotentialó list

}Children located using E look - up

}Households that completed an application 
and the children were also on the direct 
certified list
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}Q.  A household completes an application and 
reports both income and a Food Assistance  
case number. The children are NOT on the 
directly certified list.  Is this application 
included in verification?

}A.  Yes ðsince the application is based on a  
Food Assistance  case number ðthe income 
reported is not considered

}Use Direct Verification/E look - up document 
eligibility
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}October 1 st - Select Sample

}November 15 th - Complete verification 

}December 1 st - Report available on

Iowa CNP

}January 9 th ðReport due
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}Each SFA must annually verify eligibility of 
children from a sample pool of household 
applications approved for free and 
reduced price meal benefits.

}The SFA may begin verification activity 
once the application approval process  
begins however, the sample size must be 
based on applications on file October 1. 

9/23/2014 11



}Means the total number of 
applications approved as of October 
1st that are eligible for verification
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}Sample size means the number of 
applications that must be verified.  

}When determining the sample size, all 
fractions or decimals are rounded upward to 
the nearest whole number. 

}At least one application must be verified.

}Must verify the EXACT number ðno more or 
less.
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}In addition to regular verification

}The SFA has an obligation to verify all 
questionable applications.

}Use the same process as regular verification 
EXCEPT
ÅStart the process as soon as you notice the issue

ÅBenefits continue through the verification process

ÅWill be reported on Verification Collection Report    
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There are three sample sizes for verification:

}Standard Sample Size 

}Alternate One Sample Size  

}Alternate Two Sample Size
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The selection of the sample 

size ð

(Standard, Alternate One, or 
Alternate Two)

is based on the  Non - Response 
Rate that is calculated from last 
yearõs Verification Collection 
Report.
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}ICAVES is a tool that can assist SFAs in 
calculating the Non - Response Rate from last 
yearõs Verification Collection Report

}If Non - Response Rate is:
Ɓ less than 20% the SFA may select from any of the 

three sample sizes/processes (Standard, Alternate 
One or Alternate Two) 

Ɓgreater than 20% the SFA MUST use Standard 
Sample Size/Process

9/23/2014 17



9/23/2014 18



9/23/2014 19



9/23/2014 20


