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DECISION

This appeal concerns the grade assignment of M,R. by the appellee Waukee Community School
District ("District"). Appellants, the parents of M.R,, seek M.R. 's assignment to first grade. The
District assigned M.R., who was born after the date specified in Iowa Code for entry into first
grade, to a kindergarten classroom. The Waukee Community School District Board of Directors
("school board") affirmed this assignment in a decision dated October 26, 2020, The appellants
timely appealed, See Iowa Code § 290.1.
A hearing on this appeal was held on November 30, 2020, before Thomas A. Mayes, General
Counsel to the Department of Education and designated by the Department to serve as
administrative law judge. S.G, and S,R. appeared personally and were not represented by
counsel. Dr. Brady Fleming, 1 the District's Associate Superintendent, represented the District,
which was not represented by counsel. After considering the testimony of the parties, the
exhibits offered, and the arguments ofthe parties in light of the goveming law, we affirm the
October 26, 2020, school board decision,
Findings ofFact. We make the following findings offact by a preponderance of evidence. M.R.
was bom in December 2014. During the 2019--2020 school year, he attended kindergarten at a
Montessori school, which was not accredited by the Iowa Department of Education. The school
had not taken the steps necessary to be accredited by the State Board of Education, or sufficient
steps to be accredited by an independent accreditation agency. See genemlly Iowa Code §
256.11. The school has since closed, and the District had difficulty obtaining M.R. 's
kindergarten records.
When M.R. 's parents enrolled him in the District for the 2020-2021 school year, they disclosed
his prior enrollment in kindergarten (Exhibit G, page 1) and the District assigned him to first
grade. M.R. 's classroom teacher observed "academic/social concerns" (Exhibit C, page 1).
1 Using DJ'. Fleming's title should not be viewed as diminishing Appellants' academic attainments. Appellants are
both membe,·s of learned professions; however, their professions and titles arn omitted to prntect the confidentiality
of the child.
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