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DECISION 

Appellant J.F. seeks reversal of a July 28, 2020 decision by the Red Oak Community 
School District (district) denying a late-filed open enrollment request on behalf of her 
minor child, G.F.1 The State Board of Education has jurisdiction over the patties and 
subject matter of the appeal, pursuant to Iowa Code sections 282.18(5) and 290.1. 

A telephone hearing in this matter was held on August 20, 2020 before Administrative 
Law Judge Laura Lockard, pursuant to agency rules at 281 Iowa Administrative Code 
chapter 6. Appellant J.F. appeared and testified. Appellee Red Oak Community School 
District (district) was represented by attorney Miriam Van Heukelem. Superintendent 
Ron Lorenz testified for the district. The record includes the affidavit of appeal, the 
agenda from the July 27, 2020 meeting of the Red Oak Community School District 
board of directors, the July 28, 2020 denial letter to J.F. from the district, and the open 
enrollment application for G.F. received July 20, 2020. In addition, the district 
submitted Exhibits 1 through 8, which were admitted as evidence. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

J.F. and her husband, B.F., reside within the boundaries of the Red Oak Community 
School District with their children, G.F. and L.F. G.F. will be in eighth grade during the 

1 The affidavit of appeal filed by J.F. also references a late-filed open enrollment application 
regarding another child, L.F., that was also denied. In the affidavit, J.F. noted, in relevant part, 
"[L.F.] does not have a serious medical condition, but I am appealing her too in hopes that 
[G.F.]'s appeal is approved." Appeal to the State Board of Education regarding late-filed open 
enrollment decisions is permitted only where the denial decision involves repeated acts of 
harassment of the student or a serious health condition of the student that the resident district 
cannot adequately address. J.F. affirmed at the start of the hearing that L.F.'s open enrollment 
application is not based upon a serious health condition that the resident district cannot 
adequately address. Accordingly, the State Board of Education has no jurisdiction to address 
the denial of the decision regarding L.F. This decision relates only to the district's denial of open 
enrollment for G.F. 
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