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Child Development Coordinating Council (CDCC) Minutes 
Meeting Date: July 29, 2021 

Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Meeting held via Zoom 

Voting Members Present: Erin Clancy, Taylor Drake, Ashley Harvey, Heather Rouse (left at 11:45 a.m.), 
Kimberly Villotti, and PJ West 

Voting Members Absent: Julie Allison, Tonya Krueger, and Beth Van Meeteren 

Non-Voting Members Present: Julie Lang and Ami Leath 

Non-Voting Members Absent: Monica Garner 

Staff to Council: Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman 

Administrative Assistant: Celina Turner 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Welcome and Roll Call 

Chairperson Taylor Drake called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 

Heather Rouse was introduced to the Council. She has replaced Carla Peterson and will be 
representing Iowa State University as a voting member to the Council. 

Taylor Drake welcomed the Council members and asked them to introduce themselves and 
their organizations/representation on the Council. 

Public Comment: None 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Review April 2021 Meeting Minutes 

The Council reviewed the April 2021 meeting minutes. Final approval will occur at the September 2021 
meeting. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Council’s Attendance During In-person and Zoom Meetings 

During the April 2021 meeting, the Council requested a review of the voting members’ 
attendance records over the past five years to determine whether quorum has been met 
consistently. Marianne Rodrigues shared past attendance data with the Council. 

Taylor Drake introduced Thomas Mayes, General Counsel for the Iowa Department of 
Education (Department). Thomas Mayes stated that Iowa’s Open Meetings Law dictates that a 
governmental body as a whole may conduct a meeting by electronic means only in 
circumstances where it is impossible or impractical to meet in person. The meeting minutes 
must reflect why an in-person meeting was impossible or impractical. 
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Thomas Mayes stated that individual voting members may participate by electronic means due 
to unavoidable circumstances and if given permission by the Chair. This permission is at the 
discretion of the Chair and must occur meeting-by-meeting; individual voting members may not 
have standing permission to participate by electronic means—excluding circumstances in which 
a member needs reasonable accommodation due to a disability. The meeting minutes must also 
reflect which members participate electronically. Thomas Mayes added that if a quorum of 
individual members participates remotely, the meeting is considered a remote meeting. The 
Council shall meet at least four times, in-person, per year.  

For additional information on Iowa’s Open Meetings Law, Thomas Mayes shared the Attorney 
General Opinion on Can One Member of a Governmental Body Participate in a Meeting 
Electronically?. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Membership Updates and Transitions 

Lora Patton, a representative from CCR&R, has vacated her non-voting position on the Council. 
Taylor Drake asked the Council whether this position is still desired and whether it should be 
filled. Kimberly Villotti stated that CCR&R is a critical piece to understanding how the child care 
system works in the state of Iowa. Erin Clancy advocated for filling this position on the Council 
with another representative from CCR&R. 

The Council decided to fill the position with a representative from CCR&R who can attend each 
meeting—either in person or remotely—and provide a statewide view of the child care system. 
Amy Stegeman stated that when a request is made for a replacement representative, meeting 
dates and meeting times will be given so that CCR&R can select someone who can meet the 
commitment. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Goal Analysis Report from the University of Iowa 

During the February 2021 meeting, the Council decided expand the work of Duty #6 by 
exploring ways to better analyze the goals submitted by grantees. A sub-group of Council 
members met with Marianne Rodrigues at the end of February 2021 and decided to pursue a 
contract for an outside evaluation of the goals submitted by the grantees. A contract was 
submitted and finalized with the University of Iowa. 

The ultimate goal of this work was to analyze the grantees’ five-year goals and produce an 
evaluation report that can be used to inform the Council and guide future decisions, application 
development, and requests for annual reporting on progress goals. This work was completed in 
June 2021. The Council decided to review the Goal Analysis Reports from the University of 
Iowa as a whole group during the September 2021 meeting. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Update on Duty #3 of the Council 

Amy Stegeman shared a Routine Data Summary Table with the Council, which documents and 
tracks the Council’s work in relation to Duty #3. She proposed using this tool as a guide for future 
work. Erin Clancy stated that it’s helpful to have the data sources and key findings documented in 
one place.  

https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/sunshine-advisories/can-one-member-of-a-governmental-body-participate-in-a-meeting-electronically
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/about-us/sunshine-advisories/can-one-member-of-a-governmental-body-participate-in-a-meeting-electronically
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Amy Stegeman noted that the Council has not had the chance to discuss the key findings of three 
of the data sources listed on the Routine Data Summary Table. She asked the Council members 
for their preferences on which data source the Council should discuss first. The Council decided to 
review the Free and Reduced-Price Lunch Data by School District at the September 2021 meeting. 

Amy Stegeman asked the Council for suggestions on other data sources that could be used to help 
address Duty #3. Heather Rouse suggested adding a second tab to the Routine Data Summary 
Table spreadsheet where members can add links to data sources for the Council to review at a later 
date. Marianne Rodrigues added a Resources tab to the spreadsheet and encouraged members to 
add additional data sources that can be used to address Duty #3. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Legislative Funding Update 

Funding for Year 2 of the five-year grant cycle is unchanged from the previous fiscal year. A list 
of awarded applicants and the corresponding grant awards for FY22 for the Preschool Program 
and the Parent Support Program are posted on the Department’s website. 

CDCC Funds for Staff Development/Program Evaluation 

The contract to support the reimbursement of professional development costs for Shared Visions 
preschool staff has been processed and approved. To qualify for reimbursement, the professional 
development opportunity must occur between September 1, 2021, and March 31, 2022. This can 
include support for the Iowa AEYC Early Learning Fall Institute. 

Marianne Rodrigues suggested reviewing how many grantees have taken advantage of 
reimbursement opportunities over the last few years to ensure these monies are being used in a 
productive and efficient way. Taylor Drake and Ami Leath suggested looking at the 
communication around these reimbursement opportunities and the ways in which Shared 
Visions staff are being informed of these opportunities. 

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Preschool Program Updates 

Quarterly payments to grantees have been forwarded to the Department’s finance department 
to be processed. One preschool program has a lingering correction that needs to be made to 
the renewal application. The corresponding payment will go out to this grantee after the renewal 
application is complete and approved. The grantee anticipates this to be done by the end of this 
week. Year-end reports in Iowa Grants are available for completion and are due to be submitted 
by August 5, 2021. 

Parent Support Updates 

Quarterly payments to grantees have been forwarded to the Department’s finance department to 
be processed. Year-end reports in Iowa Grants are available for completion and are due to be 
submitted by August 5, 2021. Year-end data reported in DAISEY was exported on July 16, 2021. 

  

https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/FY22%20Shared%20Visions%20Preschool%20Grant%20Awards.pdf
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/FY22%20Shared%20Visions%20Parent%20Support%20Program%20Grantees.pdf
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Early Childhood Iowa (ECI) Updates 

Kimberly Villotti shared that ECI and Iowa State University put together an I2D2 overview video, 
which provides a more in-depth look at I2D2. She also shared that the Child Care Task Force 
has wrapped up and the recommendations put forth by ECI’s stakeholders on how to address 
the needs and challenges of Iowa’s child care workforce have moved forward. The Child Care 
Task Force’s report is expected to come out in early fall. 

The ECI office is planning to pull together a group of individuals to address family support and 
parent engagement and ways to mentor and empower families in supporting their children. The 
ECI Steering Committee will meet next week to discuss the adult educator and coaching 
competencies that have been assembled for use as well as reengaging with a new community 
assessment. Kimberly Villotti hopes to share additional information on these topics at the 
September 2021 meeting. 

Erin Clancy shared that a workgroup got together from the Early Childhood Professional 
Development Executive Committee to come up with documents that would be helpful in 
identifying the competencies for adult educators and peer-to-peer coaching. She also shared 
that members from the ECI Equity Advisory Committee met with the co-chairs from the Early 
Childhood Professional Development Executive Committee to come up with a tool that can 
assess content for appropriately representing equity and inclusion in the system. 

Marianne Rodrigues shared that she’s been working with her colleagues at the Department to 
look at an alignment and bridge between the social-emotional learning competencies and the 
Iowa Early Learning Standards. ECI has been informed of this project. She added that they are 
working to include Pre-K into the social-emotional learning competencies with K–12. She stated 
that they are currently working through the internal approval process. She noted that this work 
means a great deal to the early childhood community. 

Member Updates 

Erin Clancy shared that a lot is happening within the child care system, and she encouraged the 
Council members to visit the Department of Human Services website to find out more 
information. She also shared that Yale University released a report last year on COVID-19 
transmission in U.S. child care programs. She shared that Yale University is conducting a 
second, longitudinal study of its initial study. She added that emails were sent to individuals in 
Iowa who work directly in the field to participate in this next study. 

No other members offered updates at this time.  

Taylor suggested having a summary of links and resources sent to the Council after each 
meeting to use as a quick reference. This would offer access to information sooner than waiting 
for minutes to be brought to the next scheduled meeting.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpXUygmyfco
https://dhs.iowa.gov/
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INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM 

Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

The following items were added as agenda items for the next meeting: 

● Review and approve April 2021 and July 2021 meeting minutes 
● Review draft of the Annual Report to the Governor 
● Review Goal Analysis Reports from the University of Iowa (Duty #6) 
● Continue working on Duty #3 

Taylor Drake adjourned the meeting at 12:02 p.m. 

Future Meeting Dates 

Meetings will be held from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Grimes Building unless otherwise noted. 

● September 30, 2021 

● November 12, 2021 

● February 24, 2022 

● April 7, 2022 
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