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Iowa’s Special Education Advisory Panel 
Date: May 7, 2021 

Facilitator: Nancy Hunt 
Panel Secretary: Celina Turner 

Present: Jennifer Aldrich, Jennifer Anderson, Liz Atkinson, Cynthia Blackard, 
Pamela Borkowski, Polly Brekke, Kate Cole, Todd Coulter, Rhonda Haitz, Genevieve Hart, 
Jessica Iverson, Amy Knupp, Pam Litterer, Bryan Paulson, Bryan Sage, Tammy Schaapherder, 
Lisa Shaw, Sandra Smith, Rachel Terry, Karen Thompson, and Daniel Van Sant  

Department Staff Present: Barb Guy, Nancy Hunt, and Celina Turner 

Absent: Jodi Bonnett, Dawn Bonsall, Molly Brookhiser Smeltser, Lori Frieden-Janke, 
Mary Jackson, Kim Neal, Keri Osterhaus, Sonia Reyes, Shannon Tackes, and Doug Wolfe 

Presenters: Mary Beilke, Barb Guy, Greg Feldmann, Nancy Hunt, and Barbara Ohlund 

Handouts and Materials 

• Agenda 
• Iowa e-Learning Central 
• Iowa e-Learning Central Community Conversations 
• Summary of IDEA-Differentiated Accountability 

Welcome/Introductions 

Cynthia Blackard called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

The April 9, 2021, meeting minutes were reviewed. No edits were made. Bryan Sage motioned 
to approve the minutes. Tammy Schaapherder seconded the motion. Motion approved. 

Cynthia Blackard reviewed the Membership Committee’s recommendations for new members. 
Amy Knupp motioned to approve the recommendations. Kate Cole seconded the motion. 
Motion approved. 

Iowa e-Learning Central – Greg Feldmann, Nancy Hunt, and Barbara Ohlund 

Greg Feldmann, Nancy Hunt, and Barbara Ohlund introduced Iowa e-Learning Central, an 
online exchange for Iowa educators, students, and families that houses high-quality courses 
and units, supports content creation and collaboration, and expands statewide access to Iowa 
Standards-aligned courses and units across all grade levels. Iowa e-Learning Central has three 
primary components: 

1. Resources and supports for educators, families, and students 
2. Course repository 
3. Student/course exchange 

https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/2021-05-07%20Special%20Education%20Advisory%20Panel%20Agenda.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14_RhQj9wcE95wVbWQn-jkzL5_Ja7Ksg3/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qtLWGvmv3aLa9pXn-KtKOhomgRtbXf9DTkLFfnmO5fw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eCxVZIgWXKok9yL_wBqoHA56Z0zziT6ig5hG2S62tVo/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/iowa.gov/iowa-e-learning-central/home
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Greg Feldmann, Nancy Hunt, and Barbara Ohlund reviewed the areas of (1) Communication 
and Collaboration and (2) Accessibility and Usability. Barbara Ohlund asked the Panel for 
feedback on these areas as well as Iowa e-Learning Central’s three primary components. One 
Panel member suggested adding a section where parents and families could get tips or 
additional information on topics such as mental health, how to stay socially engaged in a remote 
environment, and executive functioning. Another Panel member commented that it would be 
helpful to see user reviews of the courses. Two Panel members suggested including resources 
or examples on how the information can be adapted for different learning levels. Two Panel 
members also suggested adding brief instructional videos or tips to help users log in and 
navigate the system. 

Panel members who wish to provide additional input can complete and submit the Community 
Survey. 

Recovery Services, ESY Services, and Compensatory Services – Barb Guy 

Barb Guy asked the Panel members to record any questions, concerns, or observations 
regarding COVID-19 Recovery Services, Extended School Year (ESY) Services, and 
Compensatory Services. She also directed the Panel to review the COVID-19 Recovery 
Services for Learners Receiving IDEA Services FAQs and the Considerations for Recovery 
Services. 

Based on the Panel’s questions, concerns, and observations, Barb Guy clarified that ESY 
Services are preventive services whereas COVID-19 Recovery Services are provided when a 
disruption has already occurred. She noted that a student could receive more than one of these 
services at the same time. 

Barb Guy will review all of the Panel’s questions, concerns, and observations. The Department 
of Education will address these in the next round of resources around this topic. 

Iowa Differentiated Accountability – Mary Beilke and Barb Guy 

In Iowa, Differentiated Accountability (DA) is a single, continuous improvement model. The DA 
model is based on the MTSS Framework and is designed to (1) provide support for public 
districts, accredited nonpublic schools, and area education agencies when and where they need 
it most, (2) support compliance with state and federal law, and (3) build capacity in five 
conceptual areas essential to continuous improvement in education. 

Iowa’s unified DA system emphasizes positive outcomes for all Iowa learners and provides 
tiered support at the universal, supplemental, and intensive level. Within this tiered support, the 
DA system (1) identifies schools and districts for support based on Iowa’s Healthy Indicators 
across five conceptual areas, (2) provides a Needs Assessment (SAMI) to identify and prioritize 
needs, and (3) engages districts and schools with diagnostic tools to address prioritized needs. 

Barb Guy noted that districts at the intensive level were not required to collect B13 data in 
2020–2021, partly due to the upcoming launch of ACHIEVE. The statewide B13 data collection 
will occur in 2022–2023. 

For more information, view Mary Beilke’s Summary of IDEA-Differentiated Accountability. 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LPYQJ7J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LPYQJ7J
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/COVID-19%20Recovery%20Services%20for%20Learners%20Receiving%20IDEA%20Services%20FAQ%20%28Updated%20February%202021%29.pdf
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/COVID-19%20Recovery%20Services%20for%20Learners%20Receiving%20IDEA%20Services%20FAQ%20%28Updated%20February%202021%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12uIIUVfy7Ds-tayAgmzehDCGxLE2tPYD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12uIIUVfy7Ds-tayAgmzehDCGxLE2tPYD/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eCxVZIgWXKok9yL_wBqoHA56Z0zziT6ig5hG2S62tVo/edit?usp=sharing
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Announcements 

• Lisa Shaw was voted in as Vice Chair. She will serve as Vice Chair for the 2021–2022 
school year. 

• The 2021–2022 meeting dates have been confirmed. 
• The Together We Can conference will be held virtually each Saturday in May 2021. View 

additional information about this conference on the ASK Resource website. 

Future Agenda Items/Emerging Issues 

No future agenda items or emerging issues were discussed by the Panel. 

For any other future agenda items or emerging issues, please contact Cynthia Blackard at 
cblackard@yahoo.com or Bryan Sage at bssage@gmail.com. 

Kate Cole motioned to adjourn the meeting. Lisa Shaw seconded the motion. Motion approved. 
Cynthia Blackard adjourned the meeting at 11:57 a.m. 

Next Meeting 

September 10, 2021 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Grimes State Office Building 
Room B100 

Facilitator: Nancy Hunt 
Minutes: Celina Turner 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17XZ7VB6CkQVaDyo9rVlBEnrgSwiS84Uaobfcy0AfyHs/edit?usp=sharing
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ehs767ay00dc456b&llr=8fbnovdab
https://www.askresource.org/events/2021-together-we-can-unpacked-virtual-conference
mailto:cblackard@yahoo.com
mailto:bssage@gmail.com
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