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Child Development Coordinating Council (CDCC) Minutes 

Meeting Date: April 21, 2021 

Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Meeting held via Zoom due to COVID-19 

Meeting Attendance 

Voting Members Present: Julie Allison (joined at 10:42 a.m.), Erin Clancy, 
Taylor Drake (joined at 10:10 a.m.), Ashley Harvey, Tonya Krueger, 
Carla Peterson (joined at 10:44 a.m.), Beth Van Meeteren, and Kimberly Villotti 

Voting Members Absent: PJ West 

Non-Voting Members Present: Monica Garner, Julie Lang, and Ami Leath (joined at 1:53 p.m.) 

Non-Voting Members Absent: None (Vacant Position: CCR&R Representative) 

Staff to Council: Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman (left after lunch break) 

Administrative Assistant: Celina Turner 

Information/Discussion Item 

Welcome and Roll Call 

Under the direction of the Chair, Taylor Drake, Marianne Rodrigues called the meeting to order 
at 10:04 a.m. She welcomed the Council members and asked them to introduce themselves 
and their organizations/representation on the Council. 

Public Comment: None 

ACTION ITEM 

Review and Approval of February 2021 Meeting Minutes 

The minutes from the February 11, 2021, meeting was reviewed. No edits were suggested. Beth 
Van Meeteren motioned to approve the minutes. Erin Clancy seconded the motion. Voting 
occurred via roll call, and the motion passed unanimously. Julie Allison and Carla Peterson 
were absent for the vote. 

Information/Discussion Item 

CDCC Annual Report to the Governor 

Marianne Rodrigues reminded the Council that in past years, the Annual Report was shared 
with Shared Visions grantees and posted on the Department of Education’s (Department) 
website. Per the Council’s suggestions during the February 2021 meeting, the Annual Report is 
now being shared with a much broader audience. The Annual Report has been shared with 
AEA leadership as well as the AEA Early Childhood State Coordination Team. In addition, it was 
shared through ECI’s Monday Musings, Early ACCESS’s Wednesday Wonders, and Iowa 
AEYC’s weekly email communication. The Annual Report was also shared with grantees who 
were encouraged to share it with families through their local communication strategies. 
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Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman investigated sharing the Annual Report through the 
Department’s newsletters, such as the School Leader Update. However, this is on hold as 
Department communications are being adjusted and reviewed by the new administration. This 
will be considered as an option when more information is available. 

Marianne Rodrigues reminded the Council that the format of the Annual Report has proved to 
cause difficulty with meeting 508 compliance requirements. It has also proved to be 
cumbersome to update and make edits with efficiency. Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman 
received feedback from the Department’s Communications staff to move the report to a different 
report template. 

Marianne Rodrigues reviewed an example report template with the Council. Taylor Drake 
commented that this template seems much more viewer-friendly. Tonya Kreuger commented 
that she loves the idea of having a table of contents with hyperlinks in the Annual Report. 
Kimberly Villotti questioned whether the Council will still be able to meet timeline requirements 
with this new template. Amy Stegeman confirmed that the Council will be able to maintain the 
timeline. 

Information/Discussion Item 

$5,000 Funds to be Used for Professional Development 

Marianne Rodrigues stated that for grantees to receive reimbursement for professional 
development opportunities, participation in the professional development opportunity must have 
occurred on or before March 31, 2021. All invoices requesting reimbursement needed to be 
submitted following the event or no later than April 16, 2021. Marianne Rodrigues submitted the 
invoices through the Department’s reimbursement process shortly after April 16, 2021. Two 
Shared Visions grantees took advantage of this reimbursement, which led to a total of 
14 teachers having their professional development training reimbursed. 

Marianne Rodrigues stated that the Council’s prior recommendation for the use of these funds 
to support the contract with Teaching Strategies is still applicable. This recommendation 
remains active until the Council chooses to vote to remove it. Therefore, any remaining funds 
not used for professional development reimbursement can be used to support the contract with 
Teaching Strategies. 

Marianne Rodrigues reiterated that prior Council conversations recommended using these 
funds to support grantee participation at the 2021 Iowa Association for the Education of Young 
Children (IAEYC) Early Learning Fall Institute. These funds would be used to cover registration 
fees, substitute costs, or other costs supporting grantee participation. The Council also 
previously discussed using a portion of these funds to support speakers at the Fall Institute that 
align with the needs of Shared Visions grantees. 

ACTION Item 

Use of $5,000 Fund in 2021–2022 

Erin Clancy moved to use these monies for the 2021 IAEYC Early Learning Fall Institute and 
other related professional development expenditures for Shared Visions grantees from 
July 1, 2021, to March 31, 2022. Ashley Harvey seconded the motion. Voting occurred via roll 
call, and the motion passed unanimously. Julie Allison and Carla Peterson were absent for the 
vote. 
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Information/Discussion Item 

Updates 

General Program Updates: The following two bills have moved forward in the Iowa legislature 
and are now awaiting signature by the Governor: 

● House File 315 adds a statement to clarify the scope of work for AEAs to support child 
development programs under Iowa Code 256A.3 and removes the phrase that indicated 
grant funds could be used for programs “which are a combination of preschool and full-
day kindergarten.” 

● House File 388 removes code language (subsections 4 and 7) in Iowa Code 256A.3 to 
reduce duplication of work. This is about code sections within the duties of the Council 
and aligns with prior recommendations. 

Preschool Program Updates: Mid-year reports have been submitted, and budget 
modifications were made as needed. The grantees reviewed funding and made necessary 
adjustments. Programs continue to adjust programming and services and monitor changing 
policies and requirements according to health issues in their part of the state. Fourth-quarter 
payments were sent out. Renewal applications are being prepared and will be available at the 
end of May or as soon as the state appropriation is finalized. Amy Stegeman hopes to have 
these applications returned and reviewed prior to July 1. Year-end reporting forms are also 
being prepared and will be available mid-June and due early August. 

Due to the pandemic, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service 
granted nationwide waivers through June 30, 2021, to support access to nutritious meals while 
minimizing the potential exposure to COVID-19. This resulted in all students receiving free 
meals during the 2020–2021 school year. This has also affected the number of free or reduced 
meal applications submitted to districts. These applications are one way that low-income data 
are collected for use in funding formulas. This is being shared as it may be important 
information for the Council to consider in their ongoing work and conversations. 

Parent Support Updates: Mid-year reports have been submitted, and budget modifications 
were made as needed. The grantees reviewed funding and made necessary adjustments. 
Programs continue to adjust programming and services and monitor changing policies and 
requirements according to health issues in their part of the state. Fourth-quarter payments were 
sent out. Renewal applications are being prepared and will be available at the end of May or as 
soon as the state appropriation is finalized. Marianne Rodrigues hopes to have these 
applications returned and reviewed prior to July 1. Year-end reporting forms are also being 
prepared and will be available mid-June and due early August. Family Support emails from the 
Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) continue being forwarded to Shared Visions Parent 
Support Grantees to ensure communication is consistent and to maintain awareness across all 
state-funded family support programs. 

Early Childhood Iowa (ECI) Updates: ECI’s Steering Committee and Stakeholders Alliance 
are continuing to hold discussions around the Strategic Plan. A big piece of this is continuing 
conversations with I2D2 about ways to integrate data, ways to answer questions with the 
available data, and ways to identify present needs. ECI’s Systems Thinking Cohort has been 
able to continue its work with community practice and coaching opportunities. ECI’s 
Governance group has created materials and built a structure for presentations and facilitated 
conversations around ECI’s Equity Guiding Principles document. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF315
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF%20388
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Kimberly Villotti shared that the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) presented on young 
mothers and maternal health data at the ECI State Board meeting in April. She also commented 
that she was able to meet Michael Bousselot, the new director of the Department of 
Management. 

ECI is monitoring two appropriations bills in the Iowa legislature, House File 868 and Senate 
File 596. Kimberly Villotti noted that as of now, it appears funding will be maintained for ECI 
efforts. There will also be an ECI Stakeholders Alliance meeting on Tuesday, May 11. For 
meeting details, please go to ECI's website. 

Information/Discussion 

Updates on Duty #6 

Amy Stegeman provided an update on Duty #6 of the Duties of the Council. After review of Duty 
#6 during the February 2021 meeting, the Council determined this duty was being adequately 
addressed with the current practices in place. However, the Council decided to explore ways to 
better analyze the goals and progress updates submitted by the grantees. 

A sub-group of Council members met with Marianne Rodrigues at the end of February 2021 to 
develop a plan for how to move forward. A contract for an outside evaluation of the submitted 
goals by both the preschool and parent support grantees is being pursued. 

The goal of this work is to analyze the grantees’ five-year goals and progress updates and 
produce an evaluation report that can inform and guide next steps. Existing data was pulled 
from submitted and awarded applications. This included applications from 49 preschool 
grantees and 5 parent support grantees. 

Some tentative considerations for this work include the following: 

● Analysis of goals per service delivery area (both preschool and parent support) 

● Goals sorted by content within each area 

● Consider what data is needed in year one to review goals over the five-year period and 
look at efforts of progress (measurability, clear objectives for five-year period, etc.) 

● Use information to consider supports needed by grantees, modifications needed for 
reporting forms/questions, considerations for application development, etc. 

A contract has been submitted with the University of Iowa. This work will begin as soon as the 
contract is finalized. The completion date for this project is June 30, 2021. 

CDCC Member Updates 

The Council members provided the following updates: 

● Tonya Krueger shared a list of programs through the Stead Family Department of 
Pediatrics website. She also directed the Council members to the map at the bottom of 
the program list, which details the presence of public health services across the state. 
She commented that this information helps to show what the Department of Pediatrics at 
the University of Iowa is involved in from a public health perspective across the state. 

She also shared that since January, Child Health Specialty Clinics has hired two new 
nurse practitioners. One will be practicing in Spencer, and the other will be practicing in 
Oelwein and Decorah. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF%20868
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF%20596
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF%20596
https://earlychildhood.iowa.gov/event/may-11-2021-eci-stakeholders-alliance
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/256A.3.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/pediatrics/patient-care/public-health-services
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● Carla Peterson shared that Iowa State University (ISU) is part of the Great Plains 
Interactive Distance Education Alliance. They are in the process of developing a 
certificate in Early Childhood Policy. There are eight universities across the country that 
are interested in working this certificate through the curriculum system. She commented 
that she believes there are many individuals across the state who could benefit from this 
certificate and who would be interested in engaging with other individuals who are 
interested in this programming. In addition, she shared that she’s taken an administrative 
assignment within ISU’s School of Education. 

● Kimberly Villotti shared that the Department has initiated its first virtual verification 
visits. The Department and its Preschool team are tasked with verifying the use of Iowa 
Quality Preschool Program Standards in Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program 
classrooms as well as ECSE classrooms. She noted they are not 100% virtual in 
conducting these visits. There is a classroom observation component that contributes to 
data reviews and consensus building, and the Preschool staff have been able to conduct 
these observations in person. 

The Department is also addressing how federal funding is being made available to 
school districts and how the funds are being used at the state level. The Department is 
also addressing how agencies are using this funding to support the field. 

Kimberly Villotti also reiterated that the Department is monitoring multiple bills in the 
Iowa legislature. In addition to House File 868 and Senate File 596, the Department is 
also monitoring House File 318, which looks at potentially expanding funding for five-
year-old children to participate in the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program if their 
birth date falls within a specific window of time. 

● Julie Allison shared that in March 2020, the Department of Human Services (DHS) was 
awarded $32 million in funding. With these funds, DHS provided monthly stipends, 
rejuvenation grants, and covered the cost of personal protective equipment (PPE) for 
child care providers across the state. In February 2021, they were awarded around 
$94.8 million in Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act 
(CRRSAA) funds. With these funds, DHS is continuing to provide stipends, which are 
based on capacity, for child care providers. DHS also partnered with Iowa Workforce 
Development (IWD) and spent over $11 million on grants that DHS would otherwise not 
have been able to fund. She noted that all these efforts centered around sustaining child 
care in the state of Iowa. 

Julie Allison also shared that Iowa was given close to $400 million through the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021. She noted they are still sorting through these funds. Governor 
Reynolds also announced the creation of the Child Care Task Force. There are four 
work groups within this task force. These work groups meet weekly to provide resources, 
answer questions, and give presentations to help inform the Governor about how-to 
better support child care in the state of Iowa. 

Lastly, Julie Allison shared that DHS is continuing to build the new quality rating system, 
Iowa Quality for Kids (IQ4K). The director of DHS is also serving as an interim director 
for IDPH. She noted this gives DHS and IDPH the opportunity to collaborate more than 
ever. A survey was sent to child care providers regarding vaccine accessibility, and DHS 
is reaching out to providers who responded that they’re struggling with accessing the 
vaccine. Julie Allison shared a link that will take the user to a landing page where data 
on different DHS programs, including child care, can be accessed.  

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF318
https://dhs.iowa.gov/dashboard_welcome
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● Erin Clancy shared that DHS has sent renewal letters to all its wrap-around grantees. 
She noted that for the first time, the first year of the wrap-around grants will align with the 
state fiscal year. She also shared that training videos are now available regarding how to 
use and navigate the i-PoWeR system. 

● Monica Garner shared that the Head Start community is looking into all aspects of the 
federal funding that’s been appropriated to its programs. National conversations are 
being held around summer programming and promoting school readiness for students 
entering kindergarten. She shared that she’s been working to address how the 
Department can partner with the Head Start community and build extended partnerships 
within the child care community. She’s also been working with the AEAs to encourage 
and foster the depth of these partnerships. 

Monica Garner also shared that the Iowa Head Start Association (IHSA) has developed 
the State-Level Service Committee to ensure members who serve on state-level 
committees have the tools they need to be successful. She also noted that she’s been 
working with DMACC and Buena Vista University to expand the Child Development 
Associate (CDA) credential cohort model. DMACC has accepted the proposal to offer 
the CDA cohort statewide. They’ll be able to open this up to the entire Head Start 
community and hopefully integrate more cohorts with child care programs across the 
state. 

● Ashley Harvey shared that Grant Wood AEA is focusing on providing support to 
preschool programs and teachers in preparing for the release of ACHIEVE, the new 
IEP/IFSP system. They are also focusing on supporting teachers with the new interface 
of Teaching Strategies GOLD. 

● Beth Van Meeteren shared that the Iowa Regents’ Center for Early Developmental 
Education is continuing to prepare for the statewide scale-up of the Light & Shadow 
program. The Regents’ Center was referenced in a policy brief from the Education 
Commission of the States featuring how Iowa teachers are getting access to Early 
STEM. They’re also in the midst of completing two books and a series on early STEM 
education with Teachers College Press. 

● Julie Lang shared that the Head Start Directors continue to meet monthly. They are 
continuing to support teaching staff the best they can. She noted that most programs are 
looking at what can be done differently next year and how to address issues at the state 
level. She’s also hopeful that collaboration within the community will lead to the 
possibility of more Early Head Start funding. 

● Taylor Drake shared that she recently started looking into doing government 
contracting with her small business. She’s noted that she’s very excited about this 
possibility. 

  

https://www.ecs.org/teacher-training-for-quality-p-3-stem-education/
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Information/Discussion Item 

Continue Reviewing the Duties of the Council 

Present Requested Data to the Council 

During the February 2021 meeting, the Council requested additional data related to Duty #3. 
Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman gathered the following data: 

1. 2019–2020 vs. 2020–2021 Free and Reduced-Price Lunch Data by School District  

Amy Stegeman reminded the Council that school districts could choose which year of 
data to use since there are concerns of accuracy in the 2020–2021 data. Amy Stegeman 
and Marianne Rodrigues shared a map of the 2019–2020 data. The Council determined 
this data would need to be reviewed in more depth at a future meeting.  

2. Child Care Assistance (CCA) Areas aligned with QRS Status 

Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman compiled data regarding CCA areas aligned 
with QRS status in order to help answer the question of whether quality programs are 
available where children who are at-risk are needing services. Julie Allison shared 
DHS’s dashboard for child care data with the Council. The Council determined this data 
would need to be reviewed in more depth at a future meeting.  

3. Title Programs 

Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman met with their colleagues at the Department 
who are responsible for Title Programs. A summary of the information was shared in the 
Data Summary of Title Programs document. 

The Council will continue conversations and data review at an upcoming meeting. 

Presentation by Heather Rouse and Cass Dorius 

Based on the Council’s request at the February 2021 meeting, Marianne Rodrigues and Amy 
Stegeman reached out to Heather Rouse to request information regarding Iowa’s Integrated 
Data System for Decision-Making (I2D2). Heather Rouse and her colleague Cass Dorius 
presented an overview of I2D2 and shared existing data related to Duty #3 of the Council. 

Taylor Drake questioned the privacy aspects of the data and whether the data lists each child’s 
name or simply identifies each child by a number. Heather Rouse responded that they create 
analytic data sets that have random numbers assigned to data. Cass Dorius added that there 
are many state and federal laws about privacy, and they comply with these laws to the fullest 
and highest extent. 

Tonya Krueger wondered whether children with special health care needs and telehealth are 
areas or projects that the I2D2 team is looking to integrate into the system. Heather Rouse 
responded that they aspire to do more with these data, and that they need to start having these 
conversations. She wants this system to be a resource for everyone. 

Erin Clancy wondered about the process for data requests and how I2D2’s projects are 
approved. Heather Rouse responded that I2D2’s Data Stewardship Committee meets every 
other month to help shepherd projects. She noted that the process isn’t open for anyone to 
request data. The Data Stewardship Committee and ECI stakeholders bring projects to the 
table, and then discussions are held on how to secure funding to complete these projects. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GgsXKkuG498dmwux52ENQsDiNiHfzFF-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10fOT_kIMzcQHo8vkVC-Py57MOXLnj7wy/edit#gid=268153354
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10fOT_kIMzcQHo8vkVC-Py57MOXLnj7wy/edit#gid=268153354
https://dhs.iowa.gov/dashboard_childcare
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m38M2fqt8JES3nMeVkqAjVOsVuytsNk_Fi51XRK2W88/edit
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/256A.3.pdf
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Information/Discussion Item 

Connections with Stakeholders 

Conversation with ECI regarding recommendation related to Duty #7 

Marianne Rodrigues reiterated that the Council previously voted to recommend Duty #7 be 
rescinded from Iowa Code 256A.3 due to the duplication of work with ECI. This was coupled 
with the recommendation that Department staff reach out to ECI to alert them of this 
recommendation, which Marianne Rodrigues and Amy Stegeman completed. Shanell Wagler 
with ECI responded with an acknowledgment of this duplication of work. 

In addition, Shanell Wagler stated her interest in further conversations related to connections 
and overlap in other work and/or duties of the Council. This is aligned with the Council’s desire 
expressed at the previous meeting to discuss how to develop a more formal connection with 
ECI. 

Marianne Rodrigues asked the Council to brainstorm ideas for how this can be achieved and 
any possible next steps. Some options to consider may include the following: 

● Membership on the Council 

● ECI joins each meeting for 30–45 minutes to share updates and discuss recent 
work/connections 

● Invite ECI staff to join the Council for a discussion/joint conversation 

● Council members join ECI groups and bring information to the CDCC meetings 

Discuss options for developing a more formal connection between ECI and the Council 

Marianne Rodrigues reviewed the above options for developing a more formal connection 
between ECI and the Council. Tonya Krueger stated that there are informal connections already 
in place between ECI and the Council. She suggested that these connections be made more 
formal. Beth Van Meeteren commented that Duty #7 requires the Council to encourage, not 
establish, regional councils. Carla Peterson, Tonya Krueger, and Erin Clancy responded that 
based on this wording, this duty is already being accomplished since ECI has regional directors. 
Carla Peterson commented that it might be helpful to identify specific pieces of information that 
the Council needs, or specific times information should be passed between ECI and the 
Council. Marianne Rodrigues responded that these times would need to be identified and a 
proposal could be brought to the Council. 

Review membership request with CCR&R and continued participation 

This topic is to be discussed at the July 2021 CDCC meeting. 

Other members or voices needed to serve on the Council 

This topic is to be discussed at the July 2021 CDCC meeting 

  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/256A.3.pdf
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Information/Discussion Item 

Meetings for 2021–2022 

July Meeting Date 

Marianne Rodrigues stated that the Council typically holds a two-hour meeting via Zoom in July 
to offer an update on items such as related programming, legislative happenings, funding, and 
data. The July meeting date is not required to meet the four meetings that are to be held 
annually. 

In-person vs. Zoom meetings 

Marianne Rodrigues stated that the Council previously inquired about continuing virtual 
meetings after COVID-19 concerns had passed. This request was forwarded to the 
Department’s legal counsel for review. The Department’s legal counsel responded that in-
person meetings are required. Therefore, the next in-person meeting for the Council would be 
September 2021, pending any other extensions to existing proclamations or new proclamations 
put in place due to the health pandemic. 

Beth Van Meeteren commented that she would like to have the option to hold virtual meetings 
even after COVID-19 concerns have passed. Carla Peterson agreed, and she suggested 
looking at the Council’s attendance records over the past five years to see whether the Council 
has been able to consistently meet quorum during in-person meetings. Marianne Rodrigues 
stated that she and Amy Stegeman would investigate past attendance and share Council’s 
comments with the Iowa Department of Education’s legal counsel. 

Caveat to Past Meeting Minutes 

Marianne Rodrigues shared that the Council needs to document why meetings have been held 
via Zoom for the past year. This documentation was recorded on the April 2020 meeting 
minutes, but then left off the next three meeting minutes. It was added back in for the draft 
meeting minutes for February 2021, which were approved by the Council this morning. 

The statement that needs to be added to the July 2020, September 2020, and November 2020 
meeting minutes is as follows: Meeting held via Zoom due to COVID-19. It was recommended 
that the Council approve the addition of this statement, so it can be added to the top of the first 
page of the minutes. 

2021–2022 Meeting Dates 

Marianne Rodrigues asked the Council to review the following proposed meetings dates, which 
were determined based on the Doodle poll previously sent to Council members: 

● July 29, 2021 
● September 30, 2021 
● November 12, 2021 
● February 24, 2022 
● April 7, 2022 



Page 10 

ACTION Item 

Review and Approval of 2021–2022 Meeting Dates and the Addition of the “Meeting 
held via Zoom due to COVID-19” Statement as Discussed to the July 2020, September 
2020, and November 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Beth Van Meeteren motioned to approve the 2021–2022 meeting dates as well as the addition 
of the “meeting held via Zoom due to COVID-19” statement as discussed in the July 2020, 
September 2020, and November 2020 meeting minutes. Carla Peterson seconded the motion. 
Voting occurred via roll call, and the motion passed. Julie Lang was absent for the vote, and 
Taylor Drake abstained. 

Information/Discussion Item 

Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

The following items were added as agenda items for the next meeting: 

● Review and approve April 2021 meeting minutes 
● Discuss legislation and state appropriation 
● Continue to review data related to Duty #3 

● Review membership request with CCR&R 

● Review other members or voices needed 

Kimberly Villotti motioned to adjourn the meeting. Erin Clancy seconded the motion. Motion 
approved. At the request of Chair Taylor Drake, Marianne Rodrigues adjourned the meeting at 
2:56 p.m. 

Future Meeting Dates 

Meetings will be held from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Grimes building unless otherwise noted. 

● July 29, 2021 – Held via Zoom from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
● September 30, 2021 
● November 12, 2021 
● February 24, 2022 
● April 7, 2022 
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