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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GUIDANCE 

 Date: 6/6/18 

 
Overview 
Dear Colleagues, 

 

The General Assembly passed, and Governor Reynolds signed, several important pieces of legislation from 
the 2018 session that will impact Iowa’s schools. The Iowa Department of Education is pleased to provide this 
summary of legislative changes to help you plan for the year ahead. 

I look forward to working with you to implement these new changes, as well as the bold statewide initiatives 
that are under way. Together, we will build on our successes and address our challenges to ensure all of 
Iowa’s students have a bright future ahead of them. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ryan Wise, Ed.L.D.  
Director 
Iowa Department of Education 
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2018 Appropriations and Policy Changes 
SF 2415 Education Appropriations 

Each year, the Department of Education (Department) and other state-funded educational agencies and 
programs are funded in appropriations bills. The guidance below is intended to highlight the changes in 
policy, programs, and funding, as well as the appropriations and policies that remain unchanged in this year’s 
appropriations bill. 

General Administration: Division I, Section 4 (1a) 
Appropriates $5,949,047 to the Department for general administration of the agency. This appropriation is 
$15,000 less than fiscal year 2018.  In addition, the Department’s general administration funding also 
included a reduction in Full Time Equivalent (FTE) positions from 82 to 60. While this reduction will not cause 
the Department to reduce staff, as this fund is only one of several sources of funding and FTE for the 
Department, the reduction will result in some open positions going unfilled. 

Statewide Student Assessment: Division I, Section 4 (12A) 
Appropriates $2.7 million for the statewide assessment to help offset the cost of the assessment for school 
districts as a result of HF 2235, Statewide School Student Assessment. The appropriation will be distributed 
by the Department to Iowa Testing Programs on behalf of school districts. The allocation will help to buy 
down the cost of the new assessment, but may not cover the entire cost. School districts will pay any 
remaining cost for the state assessment. More information regarding the costs to districts will be available in 
August. 

Statewide Clearinghouse to Expand Work-Based Learning: Division I, Section 4 (12B) 
Appropriates $250,000 for the creation of the Iowa Clearinghouse for Work-Based Learning as part of the 
Future Ready Iowa Initiative. The Clearinghouse was created by Governor Reynolds in Executive Order No. 
1 and will be a joint venture of the Department and Iowa Area Education Agencies (AEA) Learning Online. 
The Clearinghouse will create a virtual space to connect employers who post high-quality work-based 
learning projects with schools that can select those projects as a starting point for collaboration. It also will 
include an inventory of work-based learning opportunities and will enable distance kindergarten through 
grade twelve school-business partnerships when it launches in July 2019. 

Postsecondary Summer Classes for High School Students: Division I, Section 4 (12C) 
Appropriates $600,000, as part of the Future Ready Iowa Initiative, for resident high school students to 
attend a community college for college-level classes or attend a class taught by a community college-
employed instructor in alignment with high-demand jobs during the summer through a contractual agreement 
between the community college and the school district. The Department will provide additional guidance prior 
to the program becoming operational in the summer of 2019. 

Attendance Center Performance Rankings Report: Division I, Section 4 (14) 
Appropriates $250,000 for the continued development and implementation of the Attendance Center 
Performance Rankings system, which is also referred to as the Iowa School Report Card. 

Online State Job Posting System: Division I, Section 4 (15) 
Appropriates $230,000 to the Department for the administration of the TeachIowa.gov online job posting 
system. The Department, as well as public school districts, charter schools, and AEAs, are required to post 
all job openings on the system. Accredited nonpublic schools may participate at no charge. 

Successful Progression of Early Readers: Division I, Section 4 (16) 
Continues the appropriation of $7,824,782 to the Department for distribution to school districts to provide 
intensive instructional services for the successful progression of early readers. 

  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2415
https://governor.iowa.gov/2018/01/gov-reynolds-signs-executive-order-no-1-establishes-iowa-clearinghouse-for-work-based
https://governor.iowa.gov/2018/01/gov-reynolds-signs-executive-order-no-1-establishes-iowa-clearinghouse-for-work-based
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Early Warning System for Literacy: Division I, Section 4 (17) 
Appropriates $1,915,000 for the Department to administer and distribute to school districts and accredited 
nonpublic schools an early warning assessment system that allows teachers to screen and monitor student 
literacy skills from prekindergarten through sixth grade. The Department is also permitted to charge school 
districts and accredited nonpublic schools a fee for the system, which is determined by dividing the remaining 
costs to purchase the statewide license for the school year by the number of students assessed under the 
system in the current fiscal year. 

Iowa Reading Research Center (IRRC): Division 1, Section 4 (18) 
Appropriates $1,300,176, which is an increase of $342,676 from last year’s $957,500 appropriation. The 
funding increase will be used for the development of the Early Literacy Blueprint Initiative, which will build on 
the initial modules the IRRC created to improve kindergarten through third grade teachers’ knowledge of 
effective literacy practices and strengthen instructional skills to implement those practices. 

Computer Science Professional Development Incentive Fund: Division 1, Section 4 (19) 
Appropriates $500,000 for the Computer Science Professional Development Incentive Fund, which was 
established in SF 274 last session. School districts, accredited nonpublic schools, and AEAs can apply to the 
Department for funds to provide teachers professional development in computer science or to provide tuition 
reimbursement for teachers seeking an endorsement in computer science. The Department will release an 
application for the funds in mid-June 2018. The deadline to apply will be in mid-July, and the funds will be 
awarded in August. The Department will issue additional guidance in the coming weeks with details on the 
application process. 

HF 2502 Standing Appropriations 
The Department of Education and other state-funded education agencies have certain programs that receive, 
by law, ongoing funding. In other words, funding for those programs continues from fiscal year to fiscal year 
unless the General Assembly enacts funding changes. The standing appropriations bill, which is considered 
annually by the General Assembly, is where changes to those standing appropriations are made. 

In addition to changes to standing appropriations, it is not uncommon for the General Assembly to make non-
appropriation changes to statutory policies or programs as well as corrections to previously-enacted 
legislation. 

Area Education Agencies: 257.35 (12A) 
Reduces the state aid for AEAs by $15 million and prorates the reduction based on the reduction that each 
agency received in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003. 

Military Installation School Enrollment: Division 20, Sections 87-89 
Creates a provision allowing students domiciled with their parent or guardian who is on active duty in the 
military and living on Rock Island Arsenal in Illinois to enroll in any school district in Scott County, Iowa, as 
residents of that school district. The students who enroll in Scott County school districts through this provision 
will be included in the certified enrollment count of the district in which they are enrolled and funded through 
the school aid formula. 

Additional Education Legislation 
The sections below cover additional legislation impacting PK-12 education. 

HF 633 Operational Sharing Incentives 
Extends operational sharing for purposes of supplementary weighting through fiscal year 2025 and 
eliminates the five-year limit for claiming supplementary weighting for operational sharing. In addition, this 
legislation incorporates HF 2406, which allows a master social worker or an independent licensed social 
worker to be included in operational sharing for supplementary weighting. A district that shares a master 
social worker or an independent licensed social worker, licensed under chapters 147 and 154C, will generate 
supplementary weighting of three pupils. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=sf274
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=hf2502
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=HF633
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=87&ba=HF2406
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HF 648 Corrections to Career and Technical Education (CTE) Statute 
Modifies portions of Iowa Code chapter 258 to provide greater flexibility in setting a disbursement process for 
the state CTE funds.  Going forward, these funds will be distributed to each Regional Planning Partnership 
(RPP) at the beginning of the fiscal year.  Release of funds will be contingent upon the approval of the RPP’s 
multi-year plan, which must include a detailed plan of how the funds will be spent. 

HF 2235 Statewide Student Assessment 
Requires that the State Board of Education (State Board) adopt administrative rules designating the 
“assessment developed by the Iowa Testing Programs within the University of Iowa College of Education and 
administered by the Iowa Testing Programs’ designee” as Iowa’s statewide summative assessment of 
student progress. The assessment must be aligned to the Iowa Core academic standards; accurately 
describe student achievement and growth; be available in both paper-and-pencil and computer-based 
formats; and meet the requirements of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

The designated assessment must be peer-reviewed by an independent, third-party evaluator to determine 
that it is aligned with the Iowa Core academic standards and meets the summative assessment requirements 
of ESSA. If the third-party evaluator determines that the assessment is not aligned or does not meet the 
requirements of ESSA, then Iowa Testing Programs must make adjustments as determined by the peer 
review in order to meet those requirements. The assessment will be administered in the last quarter of the 
2018-2019 school year. 

The Department will provide additional guidance in coordination with Iowa Testing Programs. 

HF 2390 American Sign Language 
Replaces the term “foreign language” with “world language” and allows American Sign Language (ASL) to 
count as a world language to meet “offer and teach” requirements. The decision to offer ASL as a world 
language for that purpose is left to the school district. 

HF 2441 School District Program Funding Flexibility 
Describes limitations on guidance from the Department of Education, as well as the State Board and director, 
which the Department will now specify on all guidance documents. 

Includes changes to early intervention, at-risk and dropout prevention, home school assistance categorical 
funds, and the enterprise child care fund:  

• Early intervention funds may be used for any general fund purpose.  
• School boards requesting to use a modified supplemental amount (MSA) must approve, by resolution, 

comprehensive program plans for the programs and budget costs. The request for MSA will be submitted 
to the School Budget Review Committee (SBRC), rather than the Department, by January 15 of the year 
preceding the budget year during which the program will be offered. The SBRC is required to approve the 
request, provided the amount requested does not exceed the statutory limitation, minus any funds for the 
adopted program carried forward from the year prior to the base year. 

• Applicable for plans adopted for budget year beginning July 1, 2019. Allowable uses of at-risk and 
dropout prevention funds are expanded to include administrative staff, psychologists, social workers, and 
mental health counselors working with the adopted program or students participating in the adopted 
program, any purpose determined by the board that directly benefits students in the adopted program, 
and school security personnel costs. 

• Districts may use items and materials purchased for the home school assistance program for other 
district purposes as long as the authorized use does not interfere with the item or material’s use by 
parents or students utilizing the program. 

• Moneys deposited in the enterprise child care fund that exceed the amount necessary to operate the 
program can be transferred, following a public hearing and by board resolution, to the general fund. 

Removes the five-year limitation on the length of time allowed for a lease of school district property. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=87&ba=HF648
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=hf2235
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=hf2390
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=HF2441
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Clarifies that school boards, by board resolution, may transfer from the general fund to the student activity 
fund an amount necessary to recondition protective and safety equipment required for any extracurricular 
interscholastic athletic competition sponsored by an organization defined in section 280.13. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

HF 2442 High School Collision Sports 
Requires the Department of Public Health (DPH), Iowa High School Athletic Association (IHSAA), and Iowa 
Girls High School Athletic Union (IGHSAU) to work together to develop training materials and courses on 
concussions and brain injury. Coaches and contest officials need to complete the training by July 1, 2019, 
and must re-take the training every two years.  

DPH, IHSAA, and IGHSAU are charged with developing a return-to-play protocol, and local school boards 
and accredited nonpublic schools must adopt the protocol by July 1, 2019.  

School district and accredited nonpublic school personnel must develop a return-to-learn plan for students 
removed from participation in an extracurricular interscholastic activity and diagnosed with a concussion or 
brain injury. The plan must be based on guidance from the Brain Injury Association of America and 
developed in cooperation with the student’s parents and health care provider. 

Beginning July 1, 2018, schools must provide parents/guardians of students in grades seven through 12 a 
concussion and brain injury information sheet, which needs to be signed and returned to the school prior to 
participation. If a student is observed to have signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with a concussion or 
brain injury, they are to be immediately removed from an extracurricular interscholastic activity. Once a 
student is removed from an extracurricular interscholastic activity due to a concussion, they cannot return to 
that activity, or start a new extracurricular interscholastic activity, until they receive written approval from a 
health care professional.  

Also, beginning July 1, 2018, school districts and accredited nonpublic schools will provide students 
participating in extracurricular interscholastic activities, which is a contest in grades seven through twelve, 
with any protective gear required for the contest. However, if students need other protective gear that is not 
required for participation in a contest, they are responsible for that protective gear. 

Liability protections are added for school districts and accredited nonpublic schools for any claim of injuries or 
damages if an emergency medical care provider or a licensed health care provider, who was scheduled to be 
present, but due to unforeseen circumstances was not available, and the school district or accredited 
nonpublic followed protocol. The unforeseen circumstances that prevented the emergency medical care 
provider or licensed health care provider from being present must be documented. 

HF 2458 Future Ready Iowa Act 
The goal of Future Ready Iowa is for 70 percent of Iowa’s workforce to have education or training beyond 
high school by the year 2025, up from the current 58 percent. The Future Ready Iowa Alliance, created 
through Executive Order 88, was charged with recommending a strategic plan to accomplish the 70 percent 
goal. The final Alliance recommendations can be found here. The 2018 Legislature adopted many of those 
recommendations in House File 2458, the Future Ready Iowa Act, and Senate File 2415, the education 
appropriations bill. 

The Legislature provided Future Ready Iowa funding in FY 2019 for the following: 

• Expands Registered Apprenticeship Opportunities in Iowa – The new Registered Apprenticeship 
Development Program will encourage small to mid-size businesses, as well as high schools and 
community colleges, to start or expand Registered Apprenticeship programs. 
Appropriation: $1 million 

• Launches the Iowa Virtual Clearinghouse for Work-Based Learning – The clearinghouse will better 
connect kindergarten through twelfth grade classrooms to future careers through online school-business, 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=hf2442
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=HF2458
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Executive%20Order%2088.pdf
https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/recommendations
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project-based partnerships. It will also compile an inventory of existing work-based learning opportunities, 
and serve as a one-stop shop to help Iowans find those programs.  
Appropriation: $250,000 

• Begins a Summer Youth Intern Pilot Program – This program will help young people at risk of not 
graduating from high school explore and prepare for high-demand careers through summer work 
experiences. Iowa Workforce Development will administer this program.  
Appropriation: $250,000 

• Begins a Summer Joint Enrollment Program – This program will make it possible for students to earn 
high school and college credit in summer courses related to high-demand fields. 
Appropriation: $600,000 

• Expands Iowa Jobs for America’s Graduates (iJAG) – This will help more middle schools and high 
schools provide direct services by iJAG specialists to at-risk students.  
Appropriation: $1 million 

The 2018 Legislature also passed the following Future Ready Iowa policy with the expectation that it will be 
funded in FY20: 

• Future Ready Iowa Skilled Workforce Last-Dollar Scholarship Program – This program will help pay 
tuition for Iowans who are new high school graduates or adult learners seeking postsecondary 
credentials up to associate degrees in approved programs of study leading to designated high-demand 
jobs. 

• Future Ready Iowa Skilled Workforce Grant Program –  This program will provide an annual stipend 
for Iowans with at least half the credits toward a bachelor’s degree in approved programs of study or 
majors leading to designated high-demand jobs. The recipient cannot have enrolled in postsecondary 
education for the previous two years. 

• Volunteer Mentoring Program – This program establishes a volunteer mentoring program to support 
students participating in the Future Ready Iowa Skilled Workforce Last-Dollar Scholarship and the Future 
Ready Iowa Skilled Workforce Grant Programs.  

• Iowa Employer Innovative Program – The program will expand opportunities for credit and noncredit 
education and training leading to high-demand jobs by providing state matching funds for innovative 
proposals to strengthen the regional workforce talent pipeline. Employers and other community partners 
may collaborate in a variety of ways. 

HF 2467 School Meals 
Makes several changes to school meal programs, including: 

• Allows schools to use money from the flexibility accounts to pay for the costs of student meal debt.  
• Requires schools, at least twice annually, to provide parents notice of availability of the application for 

free or reduced meals for eligible students via letter or email.  
• Allows schools to contact the parent about an application for free or reduced meals if a student owes 

money for five or more meals. 
• Encourages schools to offer students reimbursable lunches unless the parent authorizes withholding 

lunches from a student.  
• Requires any alternate lunch provided to students in debt to consist of items that are available to all 

students.  
• Prohibits schools from posting lists of students who cannot pay for lunch, shaming such students, and 

denying the students' participation in various school activities. 
• Allows schools to utilize the income setoff, without limit on the dollar amount of the debt, no matter the 

length of time the debt has been owed.  
• Allows schools to develop a fund for donations for unpaid student meals. Any money deposited in the 

account can only be used for that purpose. The school shall set fair and equitable procedures for the 
account expenditures. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=hf2467
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SF 455 District Transportation and Cost per Pupil 
Adds $5 to the state cost per pupil, after accounting for regular program supplemental state aid, for the 
budget year beginning July 1, 2018. 

In addition, there is a one-year appropriation of $11.2 million to establish a transportation equity fund to 
provide assistance to districts whose per pupil transportation cost exceeds the statewide adjusted average 
cost per pupil. 

SF 475 Education Omnibus 
This bill includes seven separate divisions:  

Division I: Online Education - Eliminates the cap on the number of students who can be enrolled in online 
education through open enrollment. The bill authorizes school districts to provide online courses developed 
by private providers. It also requires the receiving school district to notify the resident school district, within 30 
days, if a student who is open enrolled and participating in their online program terminates their enrollment. 
In addition, it prohibits a school district and private online provider from offering an incentive to parents, 
guardians, and students to participate in their online program. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

Division II: Concurrent Enrollment - Creates an exception to the "supplement not supplant" requirements 
for one or more CTE classes falling under a single technical educational area. If the class is supplanting an 
"offer and teach" required class, it will be eligible for supplementary weighting, generating funds for schools 
within the school aid formula, if the class has more than five students enrolled and if the school district has 
fewer than 600 students enrolled. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

Division III: Student Health Working Group – Directs the DPH, in conjunction with the Department, to 
create a student health work group to review state-initiated student health requirements. The work group will 
study measures for implementing student health screening requirements while reducing the administrative 
burden imposed on public schools. They will also develop a single method for enforcement of the current 
student health requirements and data collection. The makeup of the work group includes individuals deemed 
appropriate by DPH as well as one representative from the Department, AEAs, and the Iowa Academy of 
Family Physicians. The work group will submit their findings and recommendations to the General Assembly 
not later than December 31, 2018. 

Division IV: Open Enrollment/Extracurricular Activity Fee – Requires that a student be open enrolled into 
a district for the purposes of online instruction in order to qualify for participation in activities or athletics at the 
resident district. Allows a district of residence to deduct up to $200 per activity, up to two activities, for a 
student who is open enrolled and taking online courses. Students may participate in additional activities at 
the discretion of the resident district. For a cocurricular activity, a school district of residence may charge a 
student a fee for participation that is equivalent to the fee paid by resident students. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

Division V: Biliteracy Seal - Directs the Department to develop and administer a seal or authorized 
endorsement of biliteracy to recognize graduating students who are proficient in two or more world 
languages. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

Division VI: Limitation on Department Guidance and Interpretation - States that the Department's 
guidance documents and statements may not be inconsistent with Iowa Code and administrative rules.  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf455
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf475
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Division VII: Financial Literacy – Requires all students, beginning with the graduating class of 2020, to 
complete one-half unit of financial literacy as a high school graduation requirement. In addition, this division 
specifies the minimum curriculum requirements of the course. 

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

SF 2113 Suicide Prevention, ACES Identification, and Toxic Stress Response Mitigation Training 
Directs the State Board to adopt rules requiring school districts to adopt protocols for suicide prevention and 
postvention, the identification of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), and strategies to mitigate toxic 
stress response based on nationally recognized best practices. 

Requires all school personnel who hold a license, certificate, authorization, or statement of recognition 
issued by the Board of Educational Examiners to annually have at least one hour of suicide prevention and 
postvention training.  

In addition, by July 1, 2019, school boards must require annual training for school personnel on the 
identification of ACEs and strategies to mitigate toxic stress response. The Department will collaborate with 
AEAs and other partners to support schools as they implement these requirements.   

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

SF 2131 Iowa Learning Online (ILO) Expanded Access 
Expands access of ILO to students receiving independent private instruction, competent private instruction, 
or attending non-accredited private schools. The parent or guardian of the student will be responsible for 
paying the cost of the ILO course.  

The bill also requires AEAs, in collaboration with the community colleges and the Department, to convene a 
working group to identify effective means by which students may access educational instruction and content 
online and identify partnerships between existing providers of rigorous and high-quality online coursework. 
The working group will submit its findings to the General Assembly by October 15, 2018. 

SF 2274 Department to Cite Rule, Law, or Regulation 
Requires the Department to cite rule, law, or regulation when requesting information from school districts. 
Beginning July 1, 2018, the Department will cite the authority when requesting information from school 
districts. 

SF 2318 High School Credit 
Requires school districts and accredited nonpublic schools to grant high school credit toward graduation to a 
student of any age who has satisfactorily completed a high school-level unit of instruction. The school district 
or accredited nonpublic school of enrollment will grant high school credit for the course, unless the student is 
unable to demonstrate proficiency or the school district or accredited nonpublic school determines that the 
course completed by the student does not meet their standards. If a student is denied credit, the school 
district or accredited nonpublic school denying the credit will provide the reason for the denial in writing to the 
student’s parent or guardian.  

The Department will provide additional guidance. 

SF 2360 Dyslexia Task Force 
Requires the Department to convene a dyslexia task force to make recommendations for legislation or 
administrative rule changes. The membership of the task force will include the director of the Department or a 
designee, one representative of the IRRC, one AEA representative, one school administrator, one reading 
specialist, one special education teacher, three representatives of decoding dyslexia, one provider certified in 
a structured literacy reading program, one psychologist or speech language pathologist, and one 
representative of an institution of higher education in Iowa with documented expertise in dyslexia and reading 
instruction. The responsibilities of the task force include reviewing student screening, interventions, teacher 
preparation and professional development, classroom accommodation, and assistive technology. The task 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2113
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2131
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2274
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2318
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2360
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force will submit a report to the General Assembly and Governor by November 15, 2019, outlining their 
findings and recommendations. The Department intends to convene the task force in late summer 2018. 

SF 2364 Emergency Operations Plan 
Requires all public and accredited nonpublic schools to develop a high-quality emergency operations plan for 
the district and individual school buildings. The plan needs to be completed no later than June 30, 2019, and 
must be reviewed and updated annually by local school boards. The plan needs to include responses to 
active shooter scenarios and natural disasters. While the plan must include publication of procedures for 
school personnel, parents, and guardians to report possible threats to the safety of students or school 
personnel on school grounds or at school activities, the plan itself must remain confidential and is not 
considered a public record under Iowa’s open records law. 

All public and accredited nonpublic schools need to conduct drills at least once per year, which may include a 
table top exercise, walk-through, partial drill, or full drill. All public and accredited nonpublic schools are also 
required to determine which school personnel participate in the drill and whether students or local law 
enforcement agencies are participants in those drills.  

In addition, public and accredited nonpublic schools should consider recommendations from the Department 
and consult local law enforcement and emergency management coordinators as they develop and implement 
their emergency operations plan. 

The Department will work with the AEAs to provide training and support to schools in developing emergency 
operations plans. 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=%24selectedGa.generalAssemblyID&ba=sf2364
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